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Yoichi Tateishi* & Cunio Nackejima**: The place of 
origin of Vigna hosei (Leguminosae) naturalized 
in Okinawa Island, the Ryukyu Islands 
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Vigna hosei (Craib) Backer in Backer & van Slooten, Geillustreerd Handd- 
boek voor de Theeonkruiden 153 (1924). Backer & Bakhuizen f., FI. Java 1 : 
642 (1963). Verdcourt in Kew Bull. 24 : 533 (1970); in FI. Trop. E. Africa, 
Legum. pt. 4, Papil. pt. 2, 620 (1971); Man. New Guinea Legum. 517 (1979). 
Marechal, Mascherpa & Stainier in Boissiera 28 : 172 (1978). Ohashi et al. in 
Sci. Rep. Tohoku Univ. 4th ser. (Biol.) 38 : 332 (1984) ; 39 : 65 (1985). Tateishi 
in Sci. Rep. Tohoku Univ. 4th ser. (Biol.) 38 : 342 (1984). Huang & Huang in 
Taiwania 32 : 109 (1987). 

var. hosei 

Dolichos hosei Craib in Bull. Misc. Inf. Kew 1914 : 76 (1914). 

Vigna oligosperma Backer ex W.M. van Helten in Mededeelingen Algemeen 
Proefstation voor de Landbouw, Buitenzorg no. 16, 58 & 61 (1924). 

Specimens collected in the Ryukyu Islands, Japan. Okinawa Is., Nago-shi, 
Hanezi, Uchihara Dam (Tateishi & Murata 5093, 11 Feb. 1980 fl. TI, TUS), ibid. 
(Nackejima 12910 fl. & 12912, 23 Oct. 1985, all in TUS), ibid. (Nackejima 12919, 
12920 fl., 12922, 12926 fr., 12928 & 12929 fl. & fr., 5 Nov. 1985, all in TUS). 
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Distribution. India and Borneo. Naturalized in Japan (Okinawa Is.), Tai¬ 
wan, Malaya, Sumatra, Java and Sri Lanka. 
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Summary 

Vigna hosei (Craib) Backer was found on Okinawa Island of the Ryukyu 
Islands in 1979. Plants of this species have grown on and around the bank of the 
Uchihara Dam, and have been settled there for the last 11 years. Although it 
is unknown when and from where this species was introduced into the island, 
its place of origin is assumed to be India and Borneo. From there it has pro¬ 
bably been spread over Asia through para-rubber plantations and agricultural 
stations where it was cultivated as a cover plant or a green manure. 
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